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On Dec. 31, El Salvador's 127-year-old National Police force was formally dissolved and authority
passed to the new National Civil Police (PNC), formed as part of the 1992 peace accords. The newly
organized police force is faced with a wide array of public security problems, including a major
increase in kidnappings, assaults, extortion, and many other common crimes. The new PNC will be
responsible for all public security and will have a force of 10,000 agents by 1995, including civilians
and former rebel and military combatants. It will also be completely independent of military control.
The PNC was formed in part in response to charges of widespread corruption and abuse by the
former National Police, which is the third security body to be dissolved, following the National
Guard and the Treasury Police, as a result of the 1992 peace accords. The Salvadoran government
has announced several measures to boost public security just as the PNC force takes charge.
Included in these efforts are plans to install a 911 emergency phone system similar to that used in
the US to offer a more professional and efficient emergency response service. In addition, the US
government has donated several small planes and three UH-1H helicopters to help the PNC combat
the rising crime rate and emerging drug trafficking problems. (Sources: Agence France-Presse,
12/27/94; United Press International, 12/27/94, 12/29/94, 12/31/94)
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